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Instructor:	
  	
   	
   Jill	
  Harvey	
  
Office:	
  	
  	
   	
   DTB	
  B214	
  
Office	
  Hours:	
  	
  	
   Tuesday	
  1:20-­‐2:20;	
  or	
  by	
  appointment	
  
Email:	
  	
  	
   	
   jeharvey@uvic.ca	
  
Class	
  information:	
  	
   Thursday	
  2:30-­‐5:20	
  pm	
  –	
  HSD	
  A264	
  
	
  
Geography	
  Department	
  website:	
  	
   http://geography.uvic.ca	
  
Undergraduate	
  Advisor:	
  	
   	
   Phil	
  Wakefield	
  (pwakef@geog.uvic.ca)	
  
	
  
COURSE	
  DESCRIPTION	
  
	
  

I	
  have	
  designed	
  this	
  course	
  to	
  explore	
  the	
  geographic	
  patterns	
  that	
  characterize	
  the	
  forests	
  
of	
  British	
  Columbia	
  and	
  the	
  ecological	
  processes	
  that	
  give	
  rise	
  to,	
  or	
  result	
  from,	
  forest	
  
patterns.	
  We	
  will	
  examine	
  forest	
  biogeography	
  from	
  the	
  perspective	
  of	
  the	
  individual	
  tree,	
  
species	
  populations,	
  and	
  complete	
  forest	
  community.	
  Forest	
  disturbances,	
  with	
  an	
  
emphasis	
  on	
  fire	
  and	
  insects,	
  will	
  guide	
  our	
  discussions	
  on	
  forest	
  spatial	
  pattern.	
  The	
  course	
  
will	
  conclude	
  by	
  investigating	
  the	
  approaches	
  to	
  terrestrial	
  ecosystem	
  classification	
  and	
  
forest	
  management.	
  Considering	
  the	
  projected	
  climate	
  change	
  in	
  British	
  Columbia	
  over	
  the	
  
next	
  50	
  years,	
  topics	
  of	
  forest	
  pattern	
  and	
  disturbances	
  will	
  be	
  important	
  to	
  both	
  forest	
  
scientists	
  and	
  managers.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  course	
  draws	
  on	
  the	
  introductory	
  concepts	
  presented	
  in	
  Geography	
  101A	
  and	
  the	
  
foundations	
  provided	
  in	
  Geography	
  274	
  (Introduction	
  to	
  Biogeography).	
  The	
  focus	
  on	
  
British	
  Columbia’s	
  forests	
  from	
  a	
  biogeographical	
  perspective	
  sets	
  this	
  course	
  apart	
  from,	
  
and	
  also	
  compliments,	
  Geography	
  358	
  (Landscape	
  Ecology).	
  Applied	
  learning	
  in	
  the	
  course	
  
provides	
  an	
  excellent	
  foundation	
  for	
  anyone	
  interested	
  in	
  field	
  courses	
  or	
  graduate	
  studies	
  
in	
  forest	
  biogeography	
  and	
  ecology.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  your	
  course	
  instructor,	
  I	
  present	
  the	
  theoretical	
  course	
  content	
  with	
  linkages	
  to	
  
management	
  and	
  industry	
  applications	
  whenever	
  possible.	
  I	
  rely	
  on	
  my	
  experience	
  in	
  the	
  
field	
  to	
  provide	
  interesting	
  examples	
  and	
  case	
  studies	
  that	
  highlight	
  the	
  variability	
  of	
  forest	
  



COURSE	
  OBJECTIVES	
  
	
  

My	
  intent	
  for	
  this	
  course	
  is	
  to	
  influence	
  how	
  you	
  view	
  the	
  distribution	
  of	
  forests	
  and	
  
vegetation	
  throughout	
  British	
  Columbia.	
  As	
  an	
  active	
  participant	
  in	
  this	
  course,	
  you	
  will	
  
have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  engage	
  in	
  small	
  group	
  discussions,	
  research	
  projects	
  and	
  
presentations	
  and	
  be	
  exposed	
  to	
  relevant	
  and	
  interesting	
  guest	
  presentations.	
  
	
  

Upon	
  the	
  successful	
  completion	
  of	
  this	
  course	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to:	
  	
  
	
  

(1)	
  	
  



COURSE	
  SCHEDULE	
  
	
  

Date	
   Class	
  topic*	
   Assignments/other





SUMMARY	
  OF	
  ASSESSMENT	
  
	
  

1.	
  Research	
  Paper	
  
Research	
  paper	
  proposal	
  and	
  outline:	
  10%	
   Due:	
  February	
  4th	
   	
   	
  
Research	
  paper:	
  30%	
   	
   	
   	
   Due:	
  March	
  24th	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
  
2.	
  Group	
  project	
  

Project	
  Transect:	
  20%	
   	
   	
   	
   Due:	
  March	
  10th	
   	
   	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
3.	
  Tests	
  

Test	
  I:	
  15%	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   In	
  class:	
  February	
  18th	
  	
   	
   	
  

The	
  first	
  test	
  will	
  explore	
  content	
  presented	
  up	
  to	
  and	
  including	
  February	
  11th.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Test	
  II:	
  15%	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   In	
  class:	
  March	
  31st	
   	
   	
  
Test	
  II	
  will	
  be	
  cumulative,	
  but	
  with	
  an	
  emphasis	
  on	
  content	
  in	
  the	
  latter	
  half	
  of	
  term.	
  	
  
	
  

4.	
  Participation	
  and	
  attendance:	
  10%	
  
	
   Your	
  presence	
  and	
  active	
  participation	
  in	
  every	
  class	
  is	
  expected	
  for	
  high	
  marks.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
UNDERGRADUATE	
  GRADING	
  	
  
 
Grade	
   Description	
  

A+	
  
A	
  
A-­	
  

Exceptional,	
  outstanding	
  and	
  excellent	
  performance.	
  Normally	
  achieved	
  by	
  a	
  minority	
  of	
  students.	
  
These	
  grades	
  indicate	
  a	
  student	
  who	
  is	
  self-­‐



COURSE	
  POLICIES	
  	
  
	
  

Collegial	
  respect:	
  Together	
  we	
  will	
  create	
  a	
  classroom	
  environment	
  that	
  is	
  conducive	
  to	
  learning.	
  Please	
  
make	
  sure	
  to	
  arrive	
  on	
  time	
  and	
  ensure	
  your	
  cell	
  phones	
  are	
  switched	
  off	
  for	
  class.	
  In	
  class	
  and	
  group	
  


